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CountiiT Heads Again

POPUL
SPECIAL CENSUS SOON
3rd Official Tab 
Unprecedented

The second special census since the regular 1950 cen 
sus is definitely being planned for sometime this Fall. The 
latter part of August and the first part of September are 
being considered, according to City Manager George Stevens. 
^ Authoritative sources indicate that Torrance is the 

fim city requiring a second special census'.
Stevens indicated that 7,000^                       

more people would set the aridi-|450 Acr0S
tional revenue figure at $60,000
to $70,000 more a year than what
the city is now getting. The main
sources of the fund would come
from 'in lieu' an4 gasoline taxes.

The city manager felt that by 
waiting till the Fall, the chances 
are good that the census will re- 
ve^ a population of over 40,000, 
though he doe* not expect the fig 
ure to be too much higher. 
'A good pre-census estimate will 

be available with a report soon 
to come in from the Edison Co. 
indicating the total number of 
electrical meters serviced and in 
stalled.

With a population of 40,000 peo- 
(Continued on Page 10)

Holiday,

Att'S WELL

City Spends 
Safe 
Chief States
ff We've done very well," wild 

Police Chief John Mtroh, and he 
meant Torrance generally. The 
chief* comment referred to Tor 
rance'* Fourth of July week-end 
wnicn wan *afe and sane in 
every respect with no accident* 
or fire* reported.

"Thin year there, were twelve 
firework* Miami*. I^ant year we 
had IP** than that and one of 
the*n burned down." 
^The stands took ta about $50,- 
<Po, the chief atom stated.

No kids were reported hurt 
lant year.

AH was calm at the beaches 
thl* year, too.

S27 MILLION
DEVELOPMENT
CONFIRMED

Official confirmation ha* eeine 
from the developer* that a 450 
acre tract development at an esti 
mated cost »f $27,000,000 and ulti 
mately to contain about 2,300 
Houses Ift being undertaken by the 
Milton Kauffman Construction 
Corporation.

Thl* announcement confirm* the 
story reported e\r-lusivelv hv thin 
paper three we* '

The tract also .;,*..;..; :.;'i'icial 
city sanction last week when the 
Planning Commission mapped and 
approved the first unit of the huge 
home tract project containing 764 
lots for homes and two large com 
mercial lots for shopping districts 
at 190th st. and Hawthorne blvd. 

Location
The tract, which is bounded by 

190th st., Hawthqrne blvd.. Beryl 
st. and Del Amo blvd., will con 
tain two different shopping cen 
ters, two parks, and schools, ac 
cording to Don Wilson of the 
Kauffman Construction Corp. 

Starting Date
Construction on 300 of the first 

764 homes will begin Oct. 1, Wil 
son stated. The homes to be con 
structed are three and four bed 
room homes consistent with what 
the company HM done In the: pn«t. 
The homes will all be under $12,- 
000.

Minor Problems
Wilson stated that only some 

(Continued on Page 10)
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  l-'rHnk KrUtiifrU I'luitn

THIS ISN'T Jl ST AN ORDINARY CHAIR, at least not to Delbert 
 I. Thofnsen of 1447 El Prado. This honey maple rocking chair wa* 
actually made by Thomnen himself, and what I* more, It Is the 
FIRST project which he made In the Torranc* Ilifh -. lim>| Adult 
Education evening cla** in woodworking. The r<«U,i, which I* a 
copy of an original antique, only cost $14 to construct. Thomson, 
who I* an accountant for the. Columbia-Geneva Steel Division, pro 
fessionally I* » "student" In Harold Strohm's woodworking class. 
The adult evening program, which consists of a wide variety of sub 

cts of which woodworking Is only one, I* under the direction of 
Venton Hheblak.

DOUBT OR AWE seem to be the mood* reflected by the*e beginning 
tap-dancer* a* they watch Donna Inbell, IS, a veteran "trooper," 
strike a graceful pose. (Left to right) Karen Lucas, 8'/2 , and Donna 
Frederick, 9, are really the only ones training their eye* In awe on 
Donna. Twin* Janle and Jinny loppa, fl, already study what to do 
with their feet. But to little Sharon Soressen, 5, the mysteries of 
outer space seem nothing as compared with the fathomless rayster-

/   Pr««i»» Thoto

Ie* of tap-dancing. Judging from the concentrated manner with which 
*he regard* her foot. This tap-dancing clans held Mondays at Tor 
rance Park i* part of fhe new Children's Specialty Club program 
offered by the Recreation Department as part of the summer pro 
gram. Free Instruction, under the direction of Bet tie Thomas of the 
lleitie Thomas Studio, is given at five different places during the 
wc*>k. The program Include* tap dancing, rhythms, tumbling, baton 
twirling, and drums.

She Counts 
Phone Calls 
--105 of 'Em

Strange stories come to the at 
tention of a newspaper. Some are 
phoned in, some are found, some 
are even brought in.

There were* 105 of them," said 
the woman as she burst into the
door of this paper's office. 

"One-hundred and five?" the
receptionist asked, trying to find 
meaning in the figure.

"Yes, 105 of them, as I told you 
over the phone," the woman con 
tinued excitedly.

was Mrs. Alice Jeffway of 25604 
Oak st. and that, Just, for the fun 
of it, she had counted every tele 
phone call which had come in to 
her in answer to an ad she had 
placed with the Press Classified*. 
She had received 105 calls for her 
rent ad which read as follows:

FIVE ROOM, •! «m«ll rh1Mr«-n
OK. 2.1004 Oalf St.. Lomltn.
Cmil at rear. DA 6-2280

/Why not place an ad with the 
Torrance Press Classifieds, and 
count the results!

Raising of Neon Sign, 
Street Dance Planned

AH the money needed for th«<J> 
erection of a large » ft. by IB ft. 
neon sign to be located at Tor 
rance blvd. ami Western aw. has 
been collected In full. The $1,500 
sign, which ha* been a Chamber 
of Commerce project, should be 
up by September. A turn-on cele 
bration together with a free com 
munity street dance have been 
tentatively set for Friday evening, 
8ept. 11 awaiting only City Coun 
cil approval, according to Dale 
Isenbcrg, executive, secretary of 
the Torrance Chamber of Com-

A letter, which has been sub 
mitted to City Manager George 
Stevens, asks permission of the 
city of Torrance for erecting the 
sign on the southwest corner of 
Torrance blvd. and Western ave. 
which area is city property. 

Street Danoe
At the same time permission is 

being asked of the City Council 
to close off El Prado'st. between 
Sartori and Cravens ave. Fridny 
evening, September 11, from 6 p.m. 

(Continued on Page 10) j

ORNAMENTAL POLE 
LIGHTING SOUGHT

At a Torrance Gardens-Plaza* 
Homeowners Association meeting 
held last week it was decided to 
adopt an overhead lighting system 
for the area at a straight cost of 
$30 per homeowner.

A majority of the 800 home- 
owner* must come out In favor 
of thin decision and a petition 
I* being circulated now to get 
sufficient signatures. About 200 
homeowner* were present, at the 
meeting and the vote wan 8-1 
In favor of thin decision and a 
petition I* being; circulated now 
to get sufficient signature*. 
About 200 homeowner* were 
present at the meeting and the 
vote wa* 8-1 In favor of over 
head lighting and ornamental 
poles.
Publicity chairman Hugh Root, 

(Continued on Page 10)

Move Made 
To Re-Zone 
Yukon Avenue

A move, to re-7,one both sides 
of ' Yukon Ave. from Redondo 
Bench Blvd. to 182nd St. drew 16 
protests and five approvals accord 
ing to Secretary Lloyd. The Plan 
ning Commission had initiated a 
plan to re-zone the area to R-3 
(multiple - family residential). A 
second public hearing will 'be heir 
at 8 p.m. on July IB before the 
City Council,

Investigate 
Retirement 
Program

Councilman Nick Drale has an 
nounced that he is making an in 
quiry into the city retirement set 
up in order to see whether it is 
possible to reduce the costs to the 
taxpayer by bringing city employe 
es under the social security pro 
gram rather than keeping them 
under the present special retire 
ment program.     

Drale stated that the present 
program costs the taxpayer 12o 
on every $100 assessed valua 
tion. He believes that a social 
security program might he less 
coMtly and might extend greater 
benefit*.
The councilman has written to 

Representative Vincent Thomas 
and Congressman Cecil King to 
see whether there is a way of 
bringing municipal employees un 
der the social security set-up.

Councilman Drale stated that 
there are no social security laws 
at present covering municipal em 
ployees, but that in some cities the 
taxpayers have voted for the in 
troduction of social security.

Whila those favoring the city 
retirement plan did declare that

De SIMONE'S 
CELEBRATES 
ANNIVERSARY

DeSimone Market, which is cele 
brating its anniversary this wee 
with an anniversary sale as i 
lustrated in a special green-color 
ed section of this paper, looks 
back on a colorful history.

Fred DeSimone opened the first 
market on El Paseo near the en 
trance to the pier in 1906. From 
there the store moved to where 
Herman's is now.

DeSimone remained »t this lo 
cation until the property was pur 
chased by the Farmer's and Mer 
chant's Bank. From here the store 
went to 104 N. Pacific ave. This 
is where Elch's is now located.

QUEEN SOUG
City Lovelies 
To Compete 
In Contest
Announcements for the begin- 

ing of the annual "Miss Torrance 
Queen Contest" will be made next 
week. The committee is being 
ormed and final details for the 
taging of the event are being 

worked out by the Torrance Area 
Youth Bands, sponsors. Tenative 
Jans include the queen contest 
o be held in the Civic Auditorium 
ollowed by the big Coronation 

Ball to be held shortly afterward, 
according to W. E. Bowen, presi- 
ent of the Torrance Area Youth 

Bands.
Award*

Certain big prizes await the Tor 
rance Miss who is selected queen 
or this year. The new queen will 
e crowned at the elaborate coro 

nation ball by Miss Shirley White 
winner of last year's queen con- 
est. Miss White received numer-

oxia prizes last year which includ 
ed a Rose-Marie bathing suit and 
an all expenses week-end trip, via 
Western Airlines, to Las Vegas.

She was crowned by Jackie 
Laughery, Miss United States of 
America, at the coronation bal 
held at the Palos Verdes Country 
,"!lub. Master of ceremonies for the 
event was Guy Mitchell, famous 
singing star of radio, television 
and motion picturfe fame.

Watch next week's newspapers 
for final details of this year's 
event.

the 101 Ranch Market and then in 
1049, the present store.

H. Tidwell 
Asks for 
Jury Trial

Ha*Uell Ttdwell, minted secre 
tary of the San Podro Retail 
Clerk* Union, a*ke<i for a jury 
trial in hear hi* case and pleaded 
not guilty to charge* of assault 
and to brandishing a gun, in the 
South Bay Municipal Court Fri 
day morning.

The ex-union official is accused 
of ' threatening Wallace Elliott, 
president of the union, with a gun 
at the latter's home, 2811 Olive 
st., last Sunday.

Tidwell appeared without 
benefit of hi* attorney, Alex 
ander Schulman, who i* on va 
cation. The plea wa* received 
by Judge John A. Shidler. who 
met Aug. 7 at 9:30 a.m. as the 
date and time of trial.
Prosecution Attorney Boris 

Woolley said that a third charge, 
carrying a concealed weapon, 
would be added to the charges 
when Tidwell appears for trial. 
Tidwell is free on a $100 bail after 
he was served with a warrant 
signed by Judge Otto B. Willett 
charging him with violating Sec 
tion 240 of the Penal Code, simple 
assault, and Section 417, drawing 
and exhibiting a gun in a threat 
ening manner not in self defense, 
and in the presence of other per 
sons.

Tidwell denied the assault and 
the pulling of a gun.

Sgt. M. H. Porter said that when 
he arrested Tidwell on Monday 
morning at 6 o'clock he came to 
the door with a .38 calibre revol 
ver in his hand. Sgt. Porter said 
the gun had four live rounds, and 
one empty shell in tho cylinder.

Two witnesses to the alleged 
assault, including Elliotfs mother, 

(Continued on Page 10)

Phot*
ONLY ONE MORE TIME will 
"MiB* Torranee of 1952" carry 
out her official functions. At the 
completion of the Miss Torrance) 
Queen Contest, which will start 
next week, outgoing Queen Shir- 
ley White will abdicate her 
throne/ by crowning the queen- 
to-be at a spectacular Corona 
tion Ball. Last year's lovely 
winner, chosen from among IS 
contestant*, received numerous 
prizes which included a Rose- 
Marie Reld bathing suit and an 
all-expense week-end trip, via 
Western Airlines, to Las Vega*.

Alert Police 
Detect, Stop 
Bedroom Fire
at

While making a routine check 
Paul's Chevrolet early one

morning this week, two Torrance 
police officers thought they de 
tected signs of smoke. Their de 
cision to investigate further led to 
the discovery of an \msuspected 
bed-room fire in a nearby hotel 
which might have killed one man 

(Continued on Page 10)

it was costly, they 
had many merits.

did state it

Civic Center 
Site Hearing

C. J. Doherty, vice-president of 
the Chnnslor-rnnfield Midway Oil 
Co. requested that re-zoninff of the 
approximately 240 acres north of 
Maricopa between Maple and Mad- 
rona be held up to allow a sur- 
vivy of the property which is now 
under wny. A second hearing on 
the proposal will be held before 
the City Council.

REP. KING ATTACKS 
HARVEY CUT-BACK

Charging as irresponsible econ 
omy the cutback of the Air Force 
heavy press program, Rep. Cecil 
R. King has called upon all mem 
bers of the California delegation 
to join forces in protesting the 
exclusion of the West Coast from 
participating in the most modern 
aircraft production methods.

King pointed out that according 
to present plans of the Air Force 
the reduction of presses from 17 
to 10 would eliminate the West 
Coast and concentrate the huge 
stamping machines capable of 
turning out complete aircraft sec 
tions in the East.

Economic Blow
To deprive Southern California 

of the three heavy presses prev 
iously awarded to the Harvey Ma 
chine Co., of Torrance, will not 
only work a hardship on the local 
aircraft industry but be an eco-

nomto blow to the Los Angeles 
area. King stated.

"The necessity of shipping for- 
goings and extrusions from either 
Massachusetts or Ohio to the West 
Const does not seem to stiow a sen 
sible form of economy," he said. 

Alternatives More Costly
Under the original program, 

King told his fellow legislators, 
the Harvey Company was to re 
ceive a total press capacity of 
88,000 tons. The per ton cost to 
the government by the Harvey Co.,
wns $200 under the nearest com-

would be a stretch-out* 
whereby only one, two or some 
part of the total number of press**

companies would be delivered to 
an installation this year, with ad 
ditional units to be installed as 
funds- are authorized."

Not Party Issue 
King stated to the delegation 

that this is not a party issue, but 
one in which the entire California
group must 
charged that

pull together. He 
the West Coast is

petitor. By cutting the press ca i being treated as an orphan in this
parity'of'the company in which! reduction and pointed out that in 
*   th$ Los Angeles area, where nearlythe government has the least in 
vestment, and the company with 50% of the aircraft industry of the
the lowest cost per ton capacity ! nation is located, w« are to have 
means that the government must j none of the presses that would
pay $200 to $300 more per ton.

"If Air Force reductions must 
be made," King reasoned, "the 
least costly for the heavy press

produce new wing sections, panels 
and beams in one piece that would 
give greater safety and maneuver 
ability to our Jet planes.


